[image: C:\Users\ronnie.fennell\Pictures\VPP-Logo.jpg]             Summer Yard Cleaning! Summer is here and many of us are getting ready to head outdoors for some much needed yard cleaning.  But before you do, take time to familiarize yourself with the poisonous plants that are common to our area.  A little preparation now could save you a lot of pain and discomfort later on.  Three plants that you should be familiar with include Poison Ivey, Poison Sumac, and Poison Oak.  The sap from these plants may cause mild rashes to severe skin and respiratory ailments. 

[image: C:\Users\ronnie.fennell\Pictures\poison sumac 2.jpg]  [bookmark: _GoBack]Poison Sumac typically has 7 to 12 leaflets on each stem.  More mature plants will produce white berries and have red stems. Poison Sumac can be found growing as a small shrub up to a small tree 10 to 15 feet tall.  Poison Sumac typically grows in wet, swampy areas.


Poison Ivy can be identified by three pointed leaflets on each stem.  The leaflets may have smooth or toothed edges. Poison Ivy typically grows as a climbing vine.  It has green leaves that will turn to a bright red in autumn. Remember the saying; one, two, three, don’t touch me!   
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[image: C:\Users\ronnie.fennell\Pictures\poison oak.jpg]Similar to Poison Ivy, Poison Oak can be identified by three shiny leaves on each stem.  The leaves are lobed and resemble the leaves of an Oak tree. Poison Oak grows as a shrub and is more common throughout the Western US.  Again, remember; one, two, three, don’t touch me!  
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