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Fire Safety & Common Fire Hazards
Fire safety refers to precautions that are taken to prevent or reduce the likelihood of a fire that may result in death, injury, or property damage, alert those in a structure to the presence of an uncontrolled fire in the event one occurs, better enable those threatened by a fire to survive, or to reduce the damage caused by a fire. Fire safety measures include those that are planned during the construction of a building or implemented in structures that are already standing, and those that are taught to occupants of the building.
Threats to fire safety are referred to as fire hazards. A fire hazard may include a situation that increases the likelihood a fire may start or may impede escape in the event a fire occurs.
A residential fire claims a life every three hours, making fires the 3rd leading cause of fatal home injury in the United States. Every half hour someone survives a home fire, but does not escape without injuries.
Common fire hazards.
Some common fire hazards are:  
· Electrical systems that are overloaded, resulting in hot wiring or connections, or failed components Combustible storage areas with insufficient protection
· Combustibles near equipment that generates heat, flame, or sparks Candles 
· Smoking (Cigarettes, cigars, pipes, lighters, etc.) 
· Equipment that generates heat and utilizes combustible materials 
· Flammable liquids 
· Fireplace chimneys not properly or regularly cleaned 
· Cooking appliances - stoves, ovens 
· Heating appliances - wood burning stoves, furnaces, boilers, portable heaters 
· Electrical wiring in poor condition 
· Batteries Personal ignition sources - matches, lighters 
· Electronic and electrical equipment 
· Exterior cooking equipment - BBQ 
· Campfires
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