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Do you worry about safety or getting caught breaking the 
rules?  

When was the last time you paid any attention to your hand tool and/or power tool safety 
program? 
 
When was the last time that:  
♦ Tools were inspected for their condition? 
♦ A safety program on safe tool use was offered? 
♦ You corrected someone for improper or unsafe use of a tool? 
 

Although most power tools are not complicated to operate, basic safety practices must be followed, and the 
tools must be kept in proper operating condition, whether they are in the hands of a professional, or a be-
ginning do-it-yourselfer.  Each year Marines, Sailors and civilians are seriously injured while using hand or 
power tools; and many more experience minor injuries.  The injuries consist of bruises, cuts, punctures, 
eye injuries, and (worst case) amputations.   
 
Tools are such a common part of our lives that it is difficult to remember that they may pose hazards.  All 
tools are manufactured with safety in mind and we must learn to recognize the hazards associated with the 
different types of tools and the safety precautions necessary to prevent those hazards.  The demands of 
safety apply to all.  Remember, you have the responsibility for properly using and maintaining tools.   
 
What Are the Dangers of Power Tools? 
Appropriate personal protective equipment such as safety goggles and gloves must be worn to protect 
against hazards that may be encountered while using hand tools.  Workplace floors must be kept as clean 
and dry as possible to prevent accidental slips with or around dangerous hand tools.  Power tools must be 
fitted with guards and safety switches; they are extremely hazardous when used improperly.  The types of 
power tools are determined by their power source: electric, pneumatic, liquid fuel, hydraulic, and powder-
actuated. 
 
To prevent hazards associated with the use of power tools, observe the following general precautions: 
♦ Never carry a tool by the cord or hose. 
♦ Never yank the cord or the hose to disconnect it from the receptacle. 
♦ Keep cords and hoses away from heat, oil, and sharp edges.     
♦ Disconnect tools when not using them, before servicing and cleaning them, and when changing acces-

sories such as blades, bits, and cutters. 
♦ Keep all people not involved with the work at a safe distance from the work area. 
                (continued) 
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♦ Secure work with clamps or a vise, freeing both hands to operate the tool. 
♦ Avoid accidental starting.  Do not hold fingers on the switch button while carrying a plugged-in tool. 
♦ Maintain tools with care; keep them sharp and clean for best performance. 
♦ Follow instructions in the user’s manual for lubricating and changing accessories. 
♦ Be sure to keep good footing and maintain good balance when operating power tools. 
♦ Wear proper apparel for the task. Loose clothing, ties, or jewelry can become caught in moving parts. 
♦ Remove all damaged portable electric tools from use and tag them: “Do Not Use.” 
♦ General Safety 
      
 

Hand And Power Tool Safety    (continued)                                                       Hand And Power Tool Safety    (continued)                                                        

After reading a recent Mech article that explained how the maintenance officer at the Naval Safety 
Center once recalled his skipper from a flight because of a lost tool, it made me realize that I had 
a lesson to share to reinforce the importance of tool-control procedures. 
 
It was just like another busy maintenance day at VR-48, based at NAF Washington, D.C.  Our C-
20G aircraft was scheduled to be towed from the hangar to the flight line for engine turns.  We had 
completed an engine change on the last day of a major-maintenance evolution, something that 
doesn’t happen very often.  Engine changes can take up to four weeks if you run into problems.  
However, this one went smoothly and we finished in only two weeks. 
 
My cranial was attached to my coveralls while I waited in the hangar for the aircraft to be moved to 
the flight line for turns.  With the aircraft move completed, I needed to go inside and return my 

gear.  When I signed the cranial back in, I noticed a snap was missing, and I was not sure what to do.  I was afraid to tell any-
one about the missing snap because the engines had started to turn outside.  I did not want to be the one who stopped the en-
gine turn, so, I decided to wait before telling anyone. 
 
After five hours had passed, I submitted a broken/missing tool report (BTR) for my cranial.  The engines had been turned up 
several times, and they continued to turn for a long time.  Since my supervisor was out on the turn, I went to quality assurance 
with the BTR. 
 
As I explained the circumstances to the QAR, I realized the huge mistake I had made in waiting to report the lost snap.  Imme-
diately, the QAR directed the turn crew to shut down the engines.  I was informed I should not have waited as long as I did to 
notify someone of the missing snap.  While I went to retrieve the work-center tool log, the maintenance department began a 
combat-FOD (foreign object damage) walk down to locate the missing piece from the cranial.  By the time I returned, the miss-
ing snap had been found on the flight line. 
 
I learned that FOD is a very serious issue in the aviation community, and it is everyone’s job to watch out for it, regardless of 
rank. I realize I could have caused a mishap or engine damage.  Fortunately, that didn’t happen.  When someone sees or real-
izes that something is missing, they immediately should tell a supervisor, so a search can be conducted at once. 
 
The 4790 explains the tool-control program and the procedures for missing or broken tools.  Missing tools can cause an aircraft 
to crash. Don’t be the one responsible for an aircraft crash caused by poor tool-control procedures! 
 
My command’s safety department always stresses that anyone in the command, E-1 through O-5, can stop an evolution when 
a safety concern exists.  I now know and teach my trainees that “everyone is a safety officer”  and never to keep a secret in 
naval aviation. 

Tool Control  Don’t Keep a Secret        Christopher Boyle 
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A tool that the U.S. military says is saving civilian lives in Iraq and Afghanistan has backfired 
in the hands of some soldiers, causing temporary and, in at least two cases, permanent eye 
damage to fellow troops.  Laser-related eye injuries among U.S. soldiers in Iraq have risen 
significantly in the last six months, prompting the military to review its use of green lasers. 
 
The lasers, also called "dazzlers," put out a green light that looks a bit like a sniper rifle laser.  
They allow soldiers to get the attention of Iraqi drivers, without firing warning shots, at secu-
rity checkpoints, in military convoys and on vehicle patrols.  And if a suspicious vehicle or 
pedestrian doesn’t stop, the lasers can temporarily blind or disorient, giving soldiers a means 
of suppression without firing bullets. 
 

Part of soldiers’ "escalation-of-force" kits, green lasers have been used in Iraq for two years, said LtCol David Patterson Jr., 
spokesman for Multi-National Corps Iraq.  He said the military is not aware of any injuries to Iraqis.  Checks with Baghdad hos-
pitals and human rights campaigners also did not turn up reliable estimates on injuries to civilians. 
 
Nonlethal weapons “help fill the gap between shouting and shooting,” said Kelley Hughes, a spokeswoman for the Joint Non-
Lethal Weapons Directorate based in Quantico, Va., in an e-mail.  But in recent months, the lasers have been beamed in the 
eyes of soldiers, either accidentally by another soldier, or in one case through inadvertent self-inflicted exposure, according to 
Maj Paul Hayes, 3rd Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) spokesman.       
 
Since November 2008, the 3rd ESC has had 64 laser incidents reported in Iraq, resulting in 45 documented injuries to soldiers.  
Two of those injuries were permanent, one soldier is now legally blind in one eye, Hayes said. 
 
Both Multi-National Corps Iraq and 3rd ESC Commander Brig. Gen. Michael Lally are stepping up laser safety and training ef-
forts, including confiscating some unapproved lasers and establishing green laser training requirements and detailed safety 
accident reporting and training, officials said.  Army Capt. Russell Harris, commander of B Troop, 3rd Squadron, 124th Cavalry 
Regiment, alerted his battalion command in January after observing that some units were using lasers as signaling devices and 
inadvertently shining lasers in the eyes of soldiers inside their trucks, he said.  “We stopped some convoys, telling them, ‘Hey, 
you need to be more careful with that laser; you lased our truck,’ ” Harris said.      
 
Despite guidelines calling for troops to shine the lasers into car windshields only under dire circumstances, on three recent pa-
trols in Baghdad soldiers did so for seemingly routine traffic control.  Harris has had six soldiers in his unit beamed in “friendly” 
laser incidents, he said.  “It’s just like being blinded by a bright light,” he said. “Some of the guys complained of headaches.”   
The soldiers were treated locally and none suffered lasting damage, Harris said. 
 
Of the two soldiers from elsewhere in 3rd ESC with permanent eye injuries, one was attempting to employ the laser on a fast-
approaching vehicle, Hayes said.  To avoid exposing his arms above the turret, he shined his laser through a bulletproof win-
dow. The beam reflected back in his eye, causing an injury.  The other soldier was “lased” by a convoy entering an installation 
while the soldier manning an entry control point guard tower, Hayes said. 
 
At least five U.S. troops have been medically evacuated from Iraq since December due to serious eye injuries caused by green 
lasers, according to U.S. military officials.  Dr. (Maj) Omaya Youssef, the chief of Ophthamology Services at Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center in Germany, said the hospital has seen anywhere from five to eight laser injuries in the last two years, most due 
to accidental exposure.  “Usually, the damage is temporary,” he said, “but they have to be evaluated by a retina specialist in the 
States.” 
 
The green lasers can damage the eye’s photo receptors, which are the cells in the retina that catch light, Youssef said.  If dam-
aged, “they leave a small blind spot in your vision” about the size of a quarter, he said.  Such an injury manifests as swelling to 
the back of the retina and usually can be improved with anti-inflammatory medication for 14 days or longer.  In more severe 
cases, the retina can burn. 
 
The extent of damage depends on the strength of the laser and the victim’s proximity to it, Youssef said. Viewing the laser 
through a camera or binoculars can cause even greater injury.  Green laser dazzlers are designed to cause disorientation for 
about 15 minutes, Youssef said.  The whole retina becomes bleached with a green light, that, similar to a bright camera flash, 
“tends to fade and fade and fade,” the doctor said. 
 
According to the Army, green lasers are manufactured with an output power of several hundred milliwatts, while typical red la-
ser pointers being sold for classroom use are less than 5 milliwatts.  But despite its nonlethal billing, the green laser dazzlers 
give Human Rights Watch’s senior military analyst reason to worry. 
                         (continued) 

Military Sees Rise In Eye Injuries From Lasers            Stars and Stripes 

http://www.stripes.com/article.asp?section=104&article=63305�
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“The distinction between a dazzling laser and a blinding laser remains disconcertingly unclear,” said Marc Garlasco.  “We fear 
that weapons labeled as dazzlers could easily be used to blind intentionally and ... will proliferate greatly throughout the world, 
undermining the ban on blinding lasers.”  An international protocol bans use of blinding lasers. 
 
While Human Rights Watch notes the military has seen some success in reducing casualties in escalation-of-force incidents at 
checkpoints, “it’s not clear the improvements are solely due to dazzlers,” Garlasco said.  “The potential damage to the eyes may 
warrant another look at the use of these weapons,” he said.  “What about the civilian population who these are made to be used 
on regularly?”  Human Rights Watch does not keep data on any injuries to Iraqis from lasers, he said. 
 
The military is strict on the use of any laser system, according to an official with B.E. Meyer, the manufacturer of Green Beam 
Designator III, which is used by the Marines in Iraq and Afghanistan.  “They are treated as a weapon, and the military requires 
extensive training prior to use and operation,” Bruce Westcoat, vice president of business development, said in an e-mail. 
 
As of the publication of this article, the Marines have not reported any injuries, according to Marine Corps spokesman Maj David 
Nevers.  This summer, the Marines will begin fielding Green Beam designators with a new safety control module that will auto-
matically reduce the laser’s power or shut it off if someone breaches the 65-meter safe zone. 
 
The Navy will use the same model as the Marines on ships and for deployed sailors downrange, according to Navy officials.   
Air Force officials said security forces airmen in Iraq and Afghanistan use the B.E. Meyers Glare MOUT. No security forces air-
men have been injured by green lasers, officials said.  Army officials have not responded to repeated requests about the types 
of lasers issued to their troops. 

Military Sees Rise In Eye Injuries From Lasers    (continued)         

Laser Dazzler Incidents in OIF  
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Did You Know?      
A national study released in 2007 showed the daily death toll from impaired driving crashes during the Christmas 
and New Year’s holiday periods is significantly more than for the rest of the year. 
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Cpl Michael Hatzenbuhler HMH-465 
 
While doing the final walk-around inspection of his  
aircraft, Cpl. Hatzenbuhler checked the tail rotor and 
saw that the pitch beam was oscillating back and forth.  
Knowing this part is supposed to be stationary, he  
notified the pilots, who radioed QA to do an inspection.  
They found the pitch-beam shaft was shimmed improp-
erly, making the aircraft unsafe for flight. 

Send BZs to:  SAFE-Mech@navy.mil 

Bravo Zulu Marines and Sailors Preventing Mishaps     

Don't rely on your gun's safety.  Treat all weapons as if they're loaded and ready to fire.  Never cross a 
fence, climb a tree or stand or jump in a ditch with a loaded gun.  Never hoist a loaded weapon into a 
stand.  Never load or carry a loaded weapon until you are ready to use it.  Always unload weapons 
before riding in any vehicle, including ATVs. 
 
Watch your muzzle so the other fellow doesn't have to. Wear hunter orange so you can be seen.  A 
blaze orange hat and at least 400 square inches of hunter orange above the waist-line should be worn 
during all gun deer seasons.  It should be worn at all times, not taken off once in the stand. 
 
Keep guns and ammunition separate and in locked storage.  Don't shoot unless absolutely sure of your 
target and what is beyond it. Know the range of your weapon.  Remember, even a .22 rim-fire can 
travel over 2-1/2 miles.  Always wear eye and ear protection when shooting firearms.  
 

Always be sure your gun barrel and action are clear of obstructions, and only carry ammunition specifically intended for the 
weapon you're using.  Always carry handguns with the hammer down on an empty chamber.  Avoid alcoholic beverages before 
and during shooting.  Tell someone where you're going and when you plan to return.  If you move from one area to another, 
advise someone. 
 
Dress for the weather, take a compass and maps to prevent you from getting lost, and be alert for other sources of danger such 
as poisonous snakes.  Carry a flashlight while walking through the hunting area before or after daylight. 
      

Hunting Safety            Gamecalls 

mailto:SAFE-Mech@navy.mil�
http://www.gamecalls.net/huntingtips/safetytips.html�
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Driving In Snow And Ice/Winterize Your Car    National Safety Council

The best advice for driving in bad winter weather is not to drive at all, if you can avoid it.  Don't go out until the snow plows and 
sanding trucks have had a chance to do their work, and allow yourself extra time to reach your destination.  If you must drive in 
snowy conditions, make sure your car is prepared, and that you know how to handle road conditions.  It's helpful to practice 
winter driving techniques in a snowy, open parking lot, so you're familiar with how your car handles. Consult your owner's man-
ual for tips specific to your vehicle. 
 
Driving Safely On Icy Roads 
1. Decrease your speed and leave yourself plenty of room to stop.  You should allow at least three times more space than 

usual between you and the car in front of you.  
2. Brake gently to avoid skidding.  If your wheels start to lock up, ease off the brake.  
3. Turn on your lights to increase your visibility to other motorists.  
4. Keep your lights and windshield clean.  
5. Use low gears to keep traction, especially on hills.  
6. Don't use cruise control or overdrive on icy roads.  
7. Be especially careful on bridges, overpasses and infrequently traveled roads, which will freeze first.  Even at temperatures 

above freezing, if the conditions are wet, you might encounter ice in shady areas or on exposed roadways like bridges.  
8. Don't pass snow plows and sanding trucks.  The drivers have limited visibility, and you're likely to find the road in front of 

them worse than the road behind.  
9. Don't assume your vehicle can handle all conditions.  Even four-wheel and front-wheel drive vehicles can encounter trouble 

on winter roads.  
 
If Your Rear Wheels Skid 
1. Take your foot off the accelerator.  
2. Steer in the direction you want the front wheels to go.  If your rear wheels are sliding left, steer left. If they're sliding right, 

steer right.  
3. If your rear wheels start sliding the other way as you recover, ease the steering wheel toward that side.  You might have to  
      steer left and right a few times to get your vehicle completely under control.  
5.   If you have standard brakes, pump them gently.  
6.   If you have anti-lock brakes (ABS), do not pump the brakes.  Apply steady pressure to the brakes.  You will feel the brakes    
      pulse; this is normal.  
 
If Your Front Wheels Skid 
1. Take your foot off the gas and shift to neutral, but don't try to steer immediately.  
2.  As the wheels skid sideways, they will slow the vehicle and traction will return.  As it does, steer in the direction you want 

to go.  Then put the transmission in "drive" or release the clutch, and accelerate gently.   
 
If You Get Stuck 
1. Do not spin your wheels. This will only dig you in deeper.  
2. Turn your wheels from side to side a few times to push snow out of the way.  
3. Use a light touch on the gas, to ease your car out.  
4. Use a shovel to clear snow away from the wheels and the underside of the car.  
5. Pour sand, kitty litter, gravel or salt in the path of the wheels, to help get traction.  
6. Try rocking the vehicle. (Check your owner's manual first — it can damage the transmission on some vehicles.) Shift from 

forward to reverse, and back again.  Each time you're in gear, give a light touch on the gas until the vehicle gets going.  
7. More Tips  
 
Winterize Your Car   
Driving in the winter means snow, sleet and ice that can lead to slower traffic, hazardous road conditions, hot tempers and un-
foreseen dangers.  To help you make it safely through winter, here are some suggestions from the National Safety Council to 
make sure that you and your vehicle are prepared. 
 
Weather  
At any temperature 20° Fahrenheit below zero or 90° Fahrenheit above, weather affects road and driving conditions and can 
pose serious problems.  It is important to monitor forecasts on the Web, radio, TV, cable weather channel, or in the daily pa-
pers.  
              
Your Car 
Prepare your car for winter.  Start with a checkup that includes:  
♦ Checking the ignition, brakes, wiring, hoses and fan belts.  
♦ Changing and adjusting the spark plugs.  
♦ Checking the air, fuel and emission filters, and the PCV valve.  
♦ Inspecting the distributor.            (continued) 

http://www.weather.com/activities/driving/drivingsafety/drivingsafetytips/snow.html�
http://www.weather.com/activities/driving/drivingsafety/drivingsafetytips/winterize.html#stranded�
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Driving In Snow And Ice/Winterize Your Car (continued) 

♦ Checking the battery.  
♦ Checking the tires for air, sidewall wear and tread depth.  
♦ Checking antifreeze levels and the freeze line.  
♦ Your car should have a tune-up (check the owner's manual for the recommended interval) to ensure better gas mileage, 

quicker starts and faster response on pick-up and passing power.  
 
Necessary Equipment 
An emergency situation on the road can arise at any time and you must be prepared.  In addition to making sure you have the 
tune-up, a full tank of gas, and fresh anti-freeze, you should carry the following items in your trunk:  
♦ Properly inflated spare tire, wheel wrench and tripod-type jack  
♦ Shovel  
♦ Jumper cables  
♦ Tow and tire chains  
♦ Bag of salt or cat litter  
♦ Tool kit  
 
Essential Supplies 
Be prepared with a "survival kit" that should always remain in the car.  Replenish after use.  Essential supplies include:  
♦ Working flashlight and extra batteries  
♦ Reflective triangles and brightly-colored cloth  
♦ Compass  
♦ First aid kit  
♦ Exterior windshield cleaner  
♦ Ice scraper and snow brush  
♦ Wooden stick matches in a waterproof container  
♦ Scissors and string/cord  
♦ Non-perishable, high-energy foods like unsalted canned nuts, dried fruits, and hard candy.  
 
In addition, if you are driving long distances under cold, snowy, and icy conditions, you should also carry supplies to keep you 
warm such as heavy woolen mittens, socks, a cap and blankets.  
 
If You Become Stranded... 
♦ Do not leave your car unless you know exactly where you are, how far it is to possible help, and whether you are certain you 

will improve your situation.  
♦ To attract attention, light two flares and place one at each end of the car a safe distance away. Hang a brightly colored cloth 

from your antenna. 
♦ If you are sure the car's exhaust pipe is not blocked, run the engine and heater for about 10 minutes every hour or so de-

pending upon the amount of gas in the tank. 
♦ To protect yourself from frostbite and hypothermia use the woolen items and blankets to keep warm. 
♦ Keep at least one window open slightly. Heavy snow and ice can seal a car shut. 
♦ Eat a hard candy to keep your mouth moist.  

The MCCLL Staff wants to remind all Marines, Sailors, and civilians that "Buzzed" driving is Drunk 
Driving (Driving Under the Influence (DUI), Driving While Intoxicated DWI)), and to designate a sober 
driver before the festivities begin.  Christmas, Hanukah, and Kwanzaa are big travel holidays for 
many, especially Marines and Sailors, but they are also dangerous because of the high volume of 
vehicles and impaired drivers on our roadways. Too many of our military families still don't grasp that 
fatigue, alcohol and driving just don't mix, and too many lives are being lost.   
 
For A Safer Holiday Season Here Are Some Simple Reminders: 
♦ Plan ahead: If you plan to consume alcohol, designate your sober driver before going out and   
      give that person your keys. 
♦ If you're impaired, call a taxi, use mass transit or call a sober friend or family member to get you  
      home safely. 
♦ Report drunk drivers you see on the roadways to law enforcement. 
 
Impaired driving is no accident, nor is it a victimless crime.  Not only do you risk killing yourself or 
someone else, but the trauma and financial costs of a crash or an arrest for drunk driving are signifi-
cant, so don't push your luck.     
 

Over the Holidays, make the smart decisions; designate a sober driver before the party begins.  Remember, Friends Don't Let 
Friends Drive Drunk.  If you know someone who is about to drive or ride while impaired, take their keys and help them make 
other arrangements to get to where they are going safely. Have a Safe And Happy New Year.  Remember, Buzzed Driving or 
whatever you want to call it is Drunk Driving, plain and simple.  You will get caught and the real "Holiday begins", incarceration, 
lawyers, and increased insurance rates.  

Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving     
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Winter holidays are a time for families and friends to get together.  But that also means a greater risk for 
fire.  Following a few simple tips will ensure a happy and fire-safe holiday season. 

 
Holiday Decorating  
♦ Be careful with holiday decorations.  Choose decorations that are flame resistant or 

flame retardant. 
♦ Keep lit candles away from decorations and other things that can burn. 
♦ Use lights that have the label of an independent testing laboratory.  Two reputable 

laboratories are Underwriters Laboratories (UL) and Electrical Testing Laboratories 
(ETL). Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use, but not both. 

♦ Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or loose bulb connections.  
Connect no more than three strands of mini light sets and a maximum of 50 bulbs for 
screw-in bulbs. 

♦ Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so the cords do not get damaged. 
♦  Keep decorations away from windows and doors.  
 
Holiday Entertaining  
♦ Test your smoke alarms and tell guests about your home fire escape plan. 
♦ Keep children and pets away from lit candles. 
♦ Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet. 
♦ Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stovetop. 
♦ Ask smokers to smoke outside.  Remind smokers to keep their smoking materials 

with them so young children do not touch them. 
♦ Provide large, deep ashtrays for smokers. Wet cigarette butts with water before dis-

carding. 
 
Holiday Shopping 
Holidays shopping can be stressful, and sometimes overwhelming.  Here are some tips to 
help keep shoppers safe. 
♦ Be alert and aware of your surroundings.  Pay attention to who is around you and 

what is happening. 
♦ Do not leave the safety of a building or your vehicle until you have ensured all is   

secure and safe. 
♦ Trust your instincts; if you feel uncomfortable with a place or a person, get away. 
♦ Park in well-lit areas. 
♦ Lock your vehicle.  Keep vehicle doors and windows locked while you are in it and especially when you are not. Use anti-theft 

steering wheel clubs or locks as well.  A thief is looking for an easy target.  Anything you can do to deter them from choosing 
your car, the better.  

♦ Minimize the number of valuables left in your vehicle and keep valuables, electronics, gifts and other “theft attractors” out of 
sight. 

♦ Protect your purse or wallet and clean out any unnecessary items before leaving home.  Do not carry large amounts of cash 
or extra credit cards. 

♦ Carry only those that you will need to use that day. 
♦ Keep a master list of all your credit cards at home so you can promptly report stolen cards to the appropriate financial institu-

tion. 
♦ Never leave your purse, wallet or cell phone unattended in a public place. 
♦ Do not over-burden yourself with packages while shopping. 
♦ Shop with a buddy, there is safety in numbers. 
♦ Role-play with children about what they should do if they become separated from you while shopping. 
♦ Have your keys out and ready when you return to your vehicle. 
♦ Do not leave your car unattended while the motor is running or with the keys in the ignition, even for a moment. 
♦ Only make online purchases from reputable, secure Web sites.  Look for “https” in the web address to verify security. 

Before Heading 
Out or to Bed 

           
Blow out lit candles when you leave 
the room or go to bed.  Turn off all 
light strings and decorations before 

leaving home or going to bed. 

FACTS 
♦ December is the peak time of 

year for home candle fires.  
♦ 30% of home fires start in the 

kitchen.  
♦ Unattended cooking is the lead-

ing cause of home fires. 

Audio Safety Tips 
Christmas Tree Safety Tips 
How to Keep Electrical Lights Safe 
Candle Safety Tips 

 Source:  NPA 

Winter 
Holiday 
Safety 

http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files//PDF/Winter_Holiday_Safety.pdf
http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/Audio/carli_holiday_safety_2007_2.m3u
http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/Audio/carli_holiday_safety_2007_3.m3u
http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/Audio/carli_holiday_safety_2007_4.m3u
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Marine Corps FY10 Fatalities            Red Indicates OIF/OEF                      Navy Safety Center 

USMC GROUND CLASS A 
03 Dec 2009: (Camp Pendleton, CA) Cpl died when parachute failed to open while conducting low level static line jump. 
 
USMC OPERATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE 
04 Nov 09 (Camp Pendleton, CA)  LCpl died in automobile mishap when his POV was hit by HMMWV. 
 
USMC PRIVATE MOTOR VEHICLE FATALITIES   
26 Nov 09: (Morongo Valley, CA) LCpl died when the vehicle in which he was a passenger overturned several times.  Two other 
SVMs were hospitalized. 
14 Nov 09: (New Brunswick, NJ) SSgt died 23 Nov 09 from injuries sustained as a passenger in an automobile mishap. 
06 Nov 09 (San Diego, CA) Sgt died in a motorcycle mishap when he collided with another vehicle. 
27 Oct 09: (New Bern, NC) PFC died 03 Nov from injuries sustained in automobile mishap when vehicle rolled and struck a tree. 
17 Oct 09: (Murrietta, CA) SSgt died in a motorcycle mishap when he collided with a vehicle that pulled out into his lane of travel. 
13 Oct 09 (Santa Clara, CA) Sgt died in a multiple vehicle mishap.  
09 Oct 09 (Escondido, CA) LCpl was in a minor two vehicle mishap and was being treated by emergency medical personnel at the 
scene when he was struck and killed by a third vehicle.  
01 Oct 09 (New Bern, NC) PFC died in an automobile mishap after he struck the back of a school bus that was stopped at a railroad 
crossing. 

USN PHYSICAL TRAINING CLASS A MISHAPS 
05 Dec 09: PO3 died after falling from treadmill. 
14 Oct 09: (Norfolk, VA) PO1 died while participating in command departmental PT. 
 
USN SHORE CLASS A MISHAPS 
03 Dec 2009: (Portsmouth, VA) Civilian employee died after falling from roof of building. 
 
USN PRIVATE MOTOR VEHICLE FATALITIES   
28 Nov 09: (James City County, VA) SA died in an automobile mishap. Two other SVMs sustained non life-threatening injuries. 
14 Nov 09: (Pensacola, FL) MCPO died in a motorcycle mishap when he was struck head-on by a drunk driver.  
16 Oct 09: (San Diego, CA) CDR died 25 days after being hit by a truck while riding his bicycle.  
13 Oct 09 (Chesapeake, VA) PO2 died in a motorcycle mishap. PO2 on second motorcycle is in critical condition.  
11 Oct 09 (Oahu, HI) PO2 died in a motorcycle mishap when he lost control and collided with oncoming traffic.  
05 Oct 09 (Holden, MA) PO3 died in a single motorcycle mishap when he struck a tree.  
01 Oct 09 (Chocowintiny, NC) PO2 died in a motorcycle mishap when he lost control and then struck an oncoming vehicle. 
 
USN OFF-DUTY/RECREATIONAL FATALITIES  
12 Oct 09: (Wahiawa, HI) PO2 died in a recreational parachuting mishap when his primary and reserve parachutes failed to 
open. 

Navy FY10 Fatalities                           Red Indicates OIF/OEF                      Navy Safety Center 

http://www.safetycenter.navy.mil�
http://www.safetycenter.navy.mil�
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Fatality Summary as of December FY10 

 PMV  MotorcycleMotorcycle   Off Duty/Recreational ..  ShoreShoreGOV  AviationAviation   PTPT   Afloat Afloat   Training/Operational 

Total  

Marine 

Fatalities 

FY10      
10 

D
ow

n from
 FY

09 

Note:  This report has been compiled from publicly available information and is not official USMC policy.   Although information has been gathered from      
reliable sources the  currency and completeness of the information reported herein is subject to change and cannot be guaranteed. 

 Jealousy is the rage of a man.  

Total  

Marine 

Fatalities 

FY09  

69 

Total  

Navy 

Fatalities 

FY10      
11 

Total  

Navy 

Fatalities 

FY09  

60 

 Month Month                Oct     Nov     Dec     Jan     Feb     Mar     Apr     May     Jun    Jul     Aug     Sep                Oct     Nov     Dec     Jan     Feb     Mar     Apr     May     Jun    Jul     Aug     Sep              

U
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fr
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09
 

http://www.safetycenter.navy.mil/statistics/index.asp
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